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ECO-
FRANCE

French resorts go for

Preserving energy, cutting emissions, clearing up rubbish, recycling waste products.
Sally Ann Voak finds out if it really is ooh-la-la to be green?

he French are making eco-
chic their new ski buzzword.
So next time you drop a
sweet wrapper from a chair-
lift, be very, very ashamed! In early

May school children and volunteers
in French resorts like Saint-Gervais,
Chamonix and Les Contamines
spend hours on the pistes clearing
debris ready for summer activities.
This is all part of their green
ethic. Blessed with a stunning
environment which sustains the
livelihood of most of the population,
town hall planners and local mayors
are signing up to “Croissance Verte”
(Green Growth). It makes sense —
investment in green technology is
encouraged by the government by
grants and tax benefits.

The French have a practical
approach to saving the planet: if
itts good for France and great for
business, let’s do it! Jean-Marc Peillex,

68 GOOD SKIGUIDE  wwu.goodskiguide.com

mayor of Saint-Gervais, is passionate
about preventing Mont Blanc from
becoming a consumer “product”.

“ if it’'s good
for France and
great for business,
let’s do it! 99

He says: “The mountain must not
decline into a vast, polluted amusement
park. We have to work at preserving the
environment. It’s our livelihood.” Jean-
Marc has put his ideas into action:
school children collect litter, natural

_ spring water is recycled to heat the

town’s swimming pool, eco-friendly
materials are used to resurface roads,
and, this year, you can use the highest

“dry” lavatory in Europe on the way

up Mont Blanc at the Vallot shelf‘

(4,562m). .

|n Les Saisies, the popular 650
faci

sorting system. If yo
it is likely to be rec

As visitors, wi
French experience.
universally useful

materials to ms
recycling raw m
the finished produc
functional.

You can now e
holiday in many resorts and e
in an eco-chalet or hotel.

So, join the greenies! B
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Brits Méﬁin and Jane Allen turned their eco dreams into reality
by combining their own expertise with Frenchcraﬁ skills

They own the amazing luxury

Chalet Le Kiwi Vert in Samoéns,
Grand Massif. The couple bought it
in 2009 and have spent thousands
on achieving their dream. Step
inside and it is a miracle of
engineering, clever planning and
maginative recycling.
Martin, 55, an engineer, explains:
e project took 18 months to
complete. First we had to gut the
house, saving bits and pieces we
knew we could use. Insulation is a

homogenous material made from
recycled gypsum and cellulose

fibres derived from paper mixed
with recycled water — but without
any additives or preservatives. It's
very solid, and you don’t need as
much plastering on top as you do

with other materials; one thin coat is
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Jane, 56,

_designed the decor

using rich, jewel
colours and luxury
fittings. She said:
‘We wanted this to
be a gorgeous place
to stay, not just an

eco-museum. The

wood is

recycled; beams,

garden gate, the

staircase, the four ;
poster beds and the kitchen units.
Our brilliant local chippie was kept

interior

busy and any furniture not made

from scratch was bought off Ebay!’
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